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pursued it with that indefatigable industry, that it will
not be believed, in how shorte a tyme he was master of it,
and accurately reade all the Greeke Historyans. In this
tyme, his house beinge within tenn myles of Oxford, he
contracted familiarity and frendshipp with the most polite
and accurate men of that University; who founde such
an immensenesse of witt, and such a soliddity of judgement
in him, so infinite a fancy bounde in by a most logicall
ratiocination, such a vast knowledge, that he was not

10 ignorant in any thinge, yet such an excessive humillity as
if he had knowne nothinge, that they frequently resorted
and dwelt with him, as in a Colledge scituated in a purer
ayre, so that his house was a University bounde in a lesser
volume, whither they came not so much for repose, as
study : and to examyne and refyne those grosser proposi-
tions, which lazinesse and consent made currant in vulgar
conversation.

Many attempts were made upon him, by the instigation
of his mother (who was a Lady of another perswasion in

20 religion, and of a most maskulyne understandinge, allayed
with the passyon and infirmityes of her owne sex) to
perverte him in his piety to the Church of Englande, and
to reconcile him to that of Rome, which they prosequted
with the more confidence, because he declined no oppor-
tunity or occasyon of conference with those of that reli-
gion, whether Priests or Laiques, havinge diligently
studyed the controversyes, and exactly reade all or the
choycest of the Greeke and Latine fathers, and havinge
a memory so stupendious, that he remembred on all

30 occasyons whatsoever he reade : And he was so greate an